
Developers withdraw proposal 
for 172--unit apartment complex 
on Route 83 in Ellington 
By Josh Silvia 
Journal Inquirer 

ELLING'FON - The nearly 40 
residents who attended Monday's 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting were pleased with develop­
er Matthew Chapman's decision to 
withdraw his application to build 
172 apartments off Route 83. 

PZC Chairman Arlo Hoffman read 
aloud an April 21 letter from 
Chapman, saying _his application for 
the apartments had been withdrawn. 
'lbePZC then unanimously approved 
a motion to accept the withdrawal of 
the apartment application.: . 

"In the past, when we have seeh an 
apPlicant withdraw an application 
after a lot of public comment it means 
they listened," Hoffman told residents 
who attended the PZC meeting in the 
Center School gymnasium. 

Hoffman referred to the four­
month application process during 
which nearly 160 residents attended 
a public hearing to voice their disap­
proval of the proposed development. 

Hoffman said the application is 
dead right now, but the developers 
could come back with another pro­
posat; 

"'f'that does happen then they'll 
havei:o send notices to the abutters 
agani;" he said of the developers. 

Chapman, the grandson of well-
. known developer Gardner Chapman, 

was seeking to build 22 buildings that 
would house 172 apartment units on 
35 acres off Route 83. Gardner 
Chapman also was involved with the. 
project because he has owned the 
property for almost 50 years. 

The property was close to 
Autumn Chase, a 55-acre apartment 
complex built in the late 1990s by 

Gardner Chapman. 
Before the Chapmans could have 

built on the property, they had to 
convince the PZC to approve a zone 
change from commercial and resi-
dential to multifamily. . 

The Chapmans and their Vernon 
lawyer, Dorian Famiglietti, did not 
attend the meeting Monday and could 
not be reached for comment today. 
. Louis Corsino, 34, a resident who 
represented a group of 65 neighbors 
opposed to the zone change, said 
the withdrawal was "good news." 

However, he said the application 
wasn't rejected and the Chapmans 
®uld come back with another pro­
posal. 

"We have to make sure we keep 
on top of the meetings," Corsino 
said of the possibility of the appli­
cation resurfacing. 

Corsino added .that during the 
application process members of the 
community came together and 
helped any way they could. "They 
helped by donating money and put­
ting out fliers," he said. 

Residents opposed the develop­
ment because of the possibility of 
increased traffic on Route 83, a 
rapid growth in population, and it 
would have taken away land used 
for agriculture. 

Famiglietti, however, had said the 
development would have stimulated 
the economy with new construction 
and jobs. 

She also had noted the developers 
were preparing to make a $12 mil­
lion to $18 million investment in 
town. And the developers were con­
fident the apartments would have 
been rented due to an improving 
real estate market, and would have 
been a heavily taxable property. 

Dav lilv sale to. aid education foundation 

MEETING 
Ellington Country Quilters will 
meet at 7 p.m. Thui'sday, April 
28, at Ellington Congregational 
Ch~ 72 Main. St. G~st 
spealiie:r Will be·Beverly Fmes, a 
nati~ quUt judge. Guests are 

"welc"'-. For details call 
~9$),.()90-2380. 

so~:WJNQSOR"'·<,· 
a.rmj~'$~RY 
The fifth annualLittte Mi§B. 

at 
ceeds benefit the Connecticut · 
Children's Medical Centet, 
Fidelco Guide Dog Foundation, 
and Cushing Academy. Golfers, 
sponsors, and raffle and goodie 
bag it~s are needed. Cost is 
$150per golfe_r. For details call 
Lori Temple, 860-643-1101. 

VERNON 
GARDENS TOUR 
Vernon Garden Club will spon­
sor a day trip to Cold Spring, morning hours 10 to 11:30 a!~ 
N.Y., for a special guided tour of or evening hours 6 to 7:30 p.l 
Stonecrop Gardens, the 12-acre The second four-week sessi01 
estate ofFrank and Ann Cabot, will run from Thursday, June: 
landscape gardeners and foun- to Thursday, June 23. Space i 
ders of~ Gtrrden Conservancy, limited to 10 students per clai 
on The~. June 28. A· buffet d registration is required. :E 
lunch willfoltow at the Chalet · s call Sharon, 860-875.: 
on.the Hudson with beautiful 92, ext. 22. To register clili 
~ws of the Hudson River. After , >adult circulation desk, 860-8" 
lunch there will be a stop at · 5892, ext. 21. 
Hollandia Nursery in Bethel, · , 
wbere paJticipants can enjoy , . REGIONAL 
shoppingan<l browsing· fot;tall.i~ .•. riisc:HOOL APPLICATiot 
types.ofpJants, fiowers~p~ ,;.,:: ·' '·cations for Willingtorr'~ wg.su ·' .~kc~.''J:}f. · . . ·~ 
C. ··· · .·u .• • .1· ding·_·· .·: .·· •' . ,_,, .. ~,~.·.. Schools preschool f1 
ost~' ,)tlC U tran~·; ,' · · . • 

tiO,n,_'g ;~~on ap<J. tour~ . : ,2:~V-1~ school year are avll! 
arid 1 will leave from· •. ·~~ ~ school, 860-4. 

~u~, ;,cle=:~~~·I.fl~!pC:~J:!s~;,\~:: 
For . . .. reser\ratioiis t.ait} l'fdioERGARTEN ORIENTA: 
Ben ~t · onrs, 8~ : ... :t'~gton Center SchOol re 
y~~j~ ., ... ~ ~~!·i~,;~n is being acceptedfot 
""' .ur~v ' ' · · · · ' ·· ·. il,ii;i,(c: P.nterinP: kindenzarten: 


